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' The Sacramento Vailcy Yandowners Association (SVLA) Board of Directors
suhmits the following comments régarding the proppsed funding recommendations
for the 2002 CALFED Bay-Delta Program Eensystem Restoration Program.
S¥LA manrs have actively participated in projects relating to the Sacramento
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The Sacramento R;vm' Conservarion Area Forum (qum) has prnwded an o
excellent opporhmity for landowners and agency representatives to come togethet
to openly discuss xmpunam issues related to the Sacramento River. SVLA has
pa:tmpan;d mthf-' piodess simee s mcepuon.
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Sacramento River. Moreover, the Forum signatory agencies are nearly identical 1o

\ the CALFED Bayam&a Program signatory #gencics and include the Armyy Corps

* of Engineers, Califirnia Departmen: of Fish and Game, the Resources Agency,
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10 guide the mplementation of the 1989 Upper Sacramento Rivey Fisheries and
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May 8, 2002

Parrick Wright, Executive Durector
CALFED Bay-Delia Program
1416 Ninth Smreet

Sacramento, Ca 95814

Dear Mr. Wright:

The Sacramento River Conservarion Area Forum (Forum) Board of Directors (Board)
welcomes the opporTunity to comment regarding the proposed funding recommendations for the
2002 CAL FED Bay-Delta Program Ecosystem Restorarion Program (ERP). The public comment
period is intended to provide counties and interested citizens a vehicle 1o provide inpur on proposed
projects, especially those with land use consequences.

We acknowledge the efforts of the CALFED ERP program 1eam in assembling the various
reviews for each proposal and appreciate the inclusion of representatives of the Forum Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) as members of the Sacramento Regional Review Panel. However,
because of the short notice and time frame allowed for public comment, neither the TAC or the
Board were able to facilitate a normal review of the three CALFED proposals recommended for full
or partial funding through the CATFED screening process.

Proposal # 92, Meridian Farms Warter Company Posidve Barrier Fish Screen
s Proposal # 162, Sumer Mutual Water Company Tisdale Weir Positive Fish Screen
t: Proposal # 172, The Nature Conservancy Sub-reach Planning above Colusa (Even though
the Forum Board supports this proposal in conceprt, and members of the SRCAF (myself
included) participated in 1ts development, 1t still requires a public review as part of our
process)

We are expediting our public inpus process of these proposals and will respond 1o you as
soon as the review is complete. To provide adequate public notification for comments and review
.ar the SRCAF, we need at least a 60-day review period. Conducring open, public discussions of
acrivities along the Sacramento River is a fundamental value of our organization. The Forum Board
strongly feels thar to cur this process short would not be in the best interest of CALFED or any
Sacramento River stakeholder.
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The SRCAT Board offers our services in helping provide further inpur as these projects
develop. We also look forward to working with those proposals recommended for “Direcred
Action” to generare techmcal informarion and facilitate review through our Board and TAC.

The Forum uses the principles and guidelines set forth in the “SRCA Handbook™ 10 emde
the implementanon of the 1989 Upper Sacramento River Fisheries and Riparian Habitat
Management Plan (1989 Plan). The goal of the Forum is 1o preserve existing habitat and
reestablishment of a conunuous riparian ecosystem along the Sacramento River in a manner that

* Uses an ¢cosystem approach that conributes 1o the recovery of threatened and endangered
species and 18 sustainable by natural processes,

Mainrains a limited meander where appropriate,

Warks within the parameters of local, stare and federai fioud controi and bank protecrion,
Advocates voluntary landowner participarnion,

Fully addresses landowner, public and local government concermns,

Provides accurate and accessible information and education thar is essential to sound
TesourCe management.
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By adhering to the program principles and guidelines, fostering communicarion and support
of the fisheries portion of the 1989 Plan, most of the 20 pius fisheries actions ourlined have been
accomplished or are underway. Those actions included the temperature device at Shasta Dam,
restoration activiies on the mbutanies, s¢réening major pumping plants and solutions for fish
passage at Red Bluff Dam.

Finally, we thank you for your consideration of these comments and recommend that in the
future that the principles and guidelines ser forth in the Handhook be a primary document from
which funding decisions relared to the conservation area are based. We look forward 1o working
with you as you integraze regional and locally lead implemenration of the CALFED Record of
Decision.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitare 1o contact me directly ar (530)458-7566
(emanl: carter.b @colusaner.com) or Burt Bundy, Manager of the SRCAF a1 (530)528-7411 (email:
bundy@warer.ca gov).

Sincerely,

-

Ben F. Carter
Chairman

cc: Mary Nichols, Secrerary of Resources
Bennew Raley, Assistant Secretary U.S. Department of Interior



